
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News Release: 8th September 2016 

 

Pipes Across The Ocean to Remember The Fallen 343 

 

15 years since the terrorist atrocities which took place in New York and beyond on 

September 11th 2001, recently retired Scottish Fireman and Red Hot Chilli Piper, Willie 

Armstrong has got together with Fire Department of NewYork (FDNY) Pipe Major Jimmy 

Lee to record a special track composed to remember the 343 Firefighters that lost their lives 

when the twin towers fell on that fateful day.  

  

Willie Armstrong and Jimmy Lee have been firm friends since Jimmy invited The Red Hot 

Chilli Pipers over to New York in 2007 to do a fundraising concert for the families of the 

victims from the Fire Department of New York.  

 

When Willie heard the tune ‘The Fallen’ composed by Pipe Major R.S. MacDonald to honour 

the FDNY Firefighters lost at 9/11 he was so moved he knew he had to do something special 

with it. 

  

Willie gathered a few of his fellow Red Hot Chilli Pipers and, along with Jimmy and pipers 

from New York, they recorded the track. They also designed and filmed an emotional video 

which accompanies the track and honours the sacrifice that Firefighters make on both sides of 

the pond. 

  



The video and track will be available on iTunes from Friday 9th September 2016 and all 

proceeds will be split between the Scottish Fire and Rescue Family Support Trust and The 

FDNY Pipes and Drums. 

 

Willie said “Having only retired this year from the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service, I wanted 

to give something back. Firefighters around the world risk their lives to save the lives of 

others and really are a humble but special breed of people. In particular I wanted to remember 

the 343 firefighters lost in New York on that tragic day.” 

  

Jimmy Lee said “The Pipes and Drums of the FDNY made it their mission to play at every 

single funeral of the 343 firefighters that lost their lives on September 11th 2001, we continue 

to play at many funerals today. We wanted to do something special to honour the 343 

brothers we lost that day including two members of the pipe band. Working with Willie and 

the Red Hot Chilli Pipers was an incredible experience!” 

‐‐‐ENDS‐‐‐ 

For  further  information on  this news  release, please contact Willie Armstrong, Tel: 07966 576696 

Email: williearmstrong@btinternet.com  

or Stuart Cassells, Tel: 07769 282702 Email: chillipiper@me.com 

For further information on The Red Hot Chilli Pipers, visit www.redhotchillipipers.com 

For further information on the FDNY Pipes and Drums, visit http://www.fdnypipesanddrums.net/ 

 

Notes to Editors 

About The Red Hot Chilli Pipers 

 Founded in 2002 by Stuart Cassells with Willie Armstrong 

 Creaters of the music genre ‘Bagrock’ 

 Have sold over 500,000 albums worldwide and received two platinum discs. 

 

About The FDNY Pipe Band 

 The FDNY Pipe Band will be celebrating 55 years in 2017 

 The FDNY Pipe Band is made up of over 100 serving and retired New York City Firefighters.  

 The FDNY Pipe Band played over 400 funerals and memorial services after 9‐11‐2001. The 

band continues to play the funerals of those who are dying from cancer they contracted 

whilst working on the pile for months after the terrorist attacks.  

 


